
 

Year 4  Michaelmas 1 
Curriculum Overview 

 

This half term in English, Year 4 will be reading the classic novel ‘The Secret Garden’ 

by Frances Hodgson Burnett. Through this text, they will explore themes of friendship, 

transformation and the healing power of nature, while following the story of Mary Lennox 

as she discovers a hidden garden and begins to change herself. The children will have the 

opportunity to write from different characters’ perspectives through fiction genres which 

will include travel journals, bedtime stories, a reflective essay and much more over the first 

half of term. 

  

We will have bi- weekly Creative Writing sessions, during which we will try to contextualise 

the picture books by choosing those with themes which relate to our TRUE values. We 

will also begin to apply our own life experiences to our writing.   

 

In Maths, we will we will begin with place value where children will begin to recognise 

the value of each digit in a 4 - digit number; order and compare numbers beyond 

1000; count in multiples of 1000; find 100 more or less than a given number 

and round whole numbers to 10,000 to the nearest 10, 100 and 1000. We will 

be applying this knowledge to solve a range of number problems. Again, our bi-

weekly Real Life Maths lessons will continue which give us great opportunities to 

contextualise our weekly learning. 

  

In Geography this half 

term, in which the children will build on their prior learning from 

past years by learning more about the globe and the lines 

geographers draw around to help locate places. Children will 

study spatial sense, understanding concepts such as longitude 

and latitude, the tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, the Prime 

Meridian and the Equator. We will also examine and understand 

varied map scales and grid references, as well as our local area 

and how it has changed over time.  

 

 

In Science, we’ll learn cells are the building blocks that 

all living things are made of. Children will also learn how 

nutrients are absorbed into our cells. Children will again look 

at human teeth and understand that most humans are 

omnivores. Children will then study a healthy diet and the 

importance of vitamins and minerals. Knowledge of the 

importance of dental hygiene and avoiding sugary or acidic 

foods for general dental health will also be taught. 



 

In History, children will study Ancient Greece. Lessons will 

provide learning surrounding Greek Gods, Greek 

Philosophy and Greek Mythology. Throughout this unit, 

children will discover and discuss how Greece was 

comprised of independent city- states, the nuances and 

idiosyncrasies of these, Athenian democracy, the Persian 

Wars, Alexander The Great, and how philosophy means 

‘love of wisdom’. 

 

 
We will have PSHE and RE day this half term. In PSHE, we will be looking at ‘Being me 

in My World’, exploring who we are as individuals and how we fit in. 

 
In RE, we will look at Islam. In particular, we will look at the five pillars of Islam, what 

the Qur’an is and its importance to Muslims, as well as the concepts of pilgrimage, fasting, 

and prayer.  

 

 

 

The subjects of Art, Music, Drama and PE will all be taught by specialist teachers.  

 

We will be studying light in Art this half term based and will be modelling our work 

on artists such as Caravaggio and Vermeer. We will use a variety of techniques and 

mediums to do this such as charcoal, watercolour and chalks.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE will be focusing and developing a broad range of different 

fundamental principles of Outdoor Adventurous Activities such as 

teamwork and problem- solving. While working as part of a team to solve 

a range of problems and learn how to give and receive directions using 

appropriate directional language. 

 

In Music, we will explore the theme of Working Songs, focusing on sea 

shanties and traditional call and response songs. We will learn how call and 

response creates a musical conversation, with pupils taking turns to lead and 

join in as the chorus. Using voice, untuned percussion and instruments such 

as the dhol and tumbi, we will practise keeping pulse, recognising metre in 

common time and performing short rhythmic motifs from stick notation. By 

singing, playing and listening, we will develop our ability to perform together 

and understand how music has been used to support work and build 

community. 



 

 

In Latin this term, the children will 

learn all about food and continue to 

develop their Latin grammar and 

vocabulary.  

 

 

In Computing, we will begin by learning how to become programmers. 

We will use Scratch to design and write our own programs that can 

make shapes and solve problems. To do this, we’ll learn how to 

break big challenges into smaller steps, use sequences, choices and 

repeats. We’ll also practise debugging (fixing mistakes) and using 

logical reasoning to explain how our programs work. By the end, we’ll 

be able to control and improve our own algorithms. 

  

4 Beethoven: Art on Friday. PE on 

Wednesday Latin on Thursday. Music on 

Thursday.  

 

 

Reading 1:1 will occur daily (including home readers) and we will be covering the author’s use of language and 

structural techniques in our Comprehension lessons. Please continue to ensure your child is taking home their 

home readers. Children are sent home with a new reader each Friday, provided the previous book has been 

completed. Books completed are due back on Tuesdays.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attached below are the spelling words for this half term for you to practise. We have also attached the 

statutory spelling word list for Year 3 and 4 . There are words that children need to be able to use correctly 

in sentences.  

4 Schubert: PE on Tuesday, Music on 

Wednesday. Latin on Friday. Art on Monday. 



 

 

 

How you can help at home 

 
 

1. Reading-  Encourage children to spot words that follow particular patterns and think of words 

that follow similar phonics or spelling patterns. 

 

2. Research- Use the internet and books to develop your understanding of the spelling rules.  

 

3. Strategies- Sound (segment and syllabify), Visual, Meaning, Connecting. 

 

4. Create-  Encourage children to make posters for home using colour to highlight word 

families/letter strings or mnemonics and pictures for tricky words or homonyms (through/mouse). 

 

5. Use: Encourage the children to use the words that they have practiced. 

 

6. Support: Spelling for children. Instead, praise their effort and successes and guide them 

towards the mistakes. 

 

7. Times tables: Encourage the children to practice their times tables. Support their learning with 

free online games, songs and videos. 

 

8. Games and activities on websites such as BBC Bitesize, Times Tables Rockstars, Maths 

Frame, Mathletics and more.  



 

Statutory Spelling List 

Years 3 and 4  
 

 

accident  century  experiment  interest  particular  remember  

accidentally  certain  extreme  island  peculiar  sentence  

actual  circle  famous  knowledge  perhaps  separate  

actually  complete  favourite  learn  popular  special  

address  consider  February  length  position  straight  

answer  continue  forward(s)  library  possess  strange  

appear  decide  fruit  material  possession  strength  

arrive  describe  grammar  medicine  possible  suppose  

believe  different  group  mention  potatoes  surprise  

bicycle  difficult  guard  minute  pressure  therefore  

breath  disappear  guide  natural  probably  though  

breathe  early  heard  naughty  promise  (although)  

build  earth  heart  notice  purpose  thought  

busy  eight  height  occasion  quarter  through  

business  eighth  history  occasionally  question  various  

calendar  enough  imagine  often  recent  weight  

caught  exercise  increase  opposite  regular  woman  

centre  experience  important  ordinary  reign  women  



Spelling Words for Autumn 1 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

w/b 08 / 0 9 
 happily 

angrily 

wobbly 

noisily 

heavily 

funnily 

easily 

greedily 

merrily 

crazily 

 

 

 

w/b 15/ 0 9 
inactive 

incorrect 

incapable 

illegal 

illegible 

immature 

impossible 

impatient 

irregular 

irrelevant 

 

 

w/b 22/ 09  
learn  

length 

library 

material 

medicine 

mention 

minute 

natural 

 naughty 

notice 

  

 

w/b 29 / 09  
don’t 

you’ll 

can’t 

I’ve 

boy’s 

boys’ 

child’s 

children’s 

potato’s 

potatoes’ 

mouse’s 

mice’s 

w/b 06 /10 
thundering 

limiting 

controlling 

regretting 

gardener 

beginner 

controller 

forgotten 

regretted 

covered 

visited 

occurred 

 



 
 
 
 



 



 

 

 

 


