
Early Reading
Parent Meeting



Phonics at Southfield 
Phonics is a method of teaching people to read by correlating sounds with 

symbols.

Ruth Miskin created the scheme and her website is a really useful source for 

help and advice. Oxford Owl is another official site I will refer to with useful 

documents. 

In this session, I will cover what your child will be taught in school and how you 

can best support their learning at home. 



Read Write Inc. (RWI)  

RWI is the UK ’s leading phonics scheme and is how we 

choose to teach children to read at Southfield. 
The focus is on: 

-  Fluency and accuracy 
-  Confidence 

~This, in turn, drives comprehension and a love of reading.

There are different components to the scheme which 
ensures it is relevant and efficient for children at 
different stages and with different needs. 
 



Aligning with our school values
RWI
• Put the teaching of reading at the heart of their schools 

and ensure teachers have the knowledge and determination 
to teach every child, regardless of age, background or need. 

• Choose the best books to read aloud so children might 
read themselves.

• Place literature as the central pillar in establishing all 
children’s identity

Southfield 
• Reading for Pleasure
• Daily Read Aloud 
• 1:1 Reading 
• Read, Write, Inc Phonics 
• Partner Reading 
• Comprehension 
• Staged Home Readers 
• Library Weekly 



What is a story-centred Curriculum
We believe that the story and narrative are conduits to learning and absorbing 
knowledge and ideas, allowing us to make sense of the world and others around 
us. 

We use story to help Southfielders develop a narrative sense of self and a voice 
through which they can reflect and understand the world through thought and in 
writing. 



How does it work?   

Starting in Reception

Initially children start by learning the 
first set of sounds. 

Sounds and letters are different. 

Children need to read with sounds so 
they can blend words together. 



Children start off learning the 
most common sounds first. This 
quickly gives them the knowledge 
they need to start reading CVC 
(consonants, vowel consonants) 
words ie mat. 

Alongside learning to recognise 
the sound associated with letters 
we teach them to blend. This is 
the skill of putting a word 
together. 

m a t > mat  



How does it work?   

Once children are blending they advance by building on 

their database of sounds each week. This is from 

reception all the way through Year 1. 

They will be introduced to digraphs and trigraph or as 

we say, special friends. 

“Two letters, one sound.” 

This start off with examples like th, ch and sh and 

then moves onto vowel sounds like ay, ee, igh ect and 

eventually the alternatives like ai, ea, ie and so on. 



By this point they will be reading short 
story books which reflect the sounds 
they know. 

In these books they will also encounter 
red words. 

As we all know with English, there are 
always expectations to every rule. Red 
words are words we cannot sound out 
and we simply have to learn. 

he was the 



Other terminology to know

Chatty friends: Some letters are so noisy that they 
make their sound together even with a letter in 
between.  

a- e  e- e  i- e  o- e  u- e 

ate 
 
Alien words: In class, to test their knowledge of 
sounds, we use alien words. They don’t make sense 

but we can still sound them out. 
Vlap  shoop 



Year 1 Phonics Screening Test
• At the end of Year 1, all children in the UK will 

complete the statutory Phonics Screening. 

• This comprises of 40 words (alien and real words)

• Most recent pass mark was 32/40

• 2023/24 – 98 % (Southfield Phonics pass mark) 

(Highest in the borough) 



1.  Southfields Story Based Curriculum
2. Starts in Reception with Single Sounds 
3.  Begin to blend CVC words
4. Fluency built with Ditty books in Year 1
5. Statutory Phonics Screening test at the end of KS1



WHAT CAN YOU DO 

TO HELP?



Keep reading with them! 
Develop a passion for

stories and maintain the 
routine of reading together. 



Keep reading with them! 
Keeping up with phonics    

RWI is the name of the scheme. 

It was created by Ruth Miskin and is in association with 
Oxford Owl. 

All 3 websites have a plethora of games, activities and 
advice for parents at home.

Click here for a good starting point. 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/


SET 1 Sounds

When children start Year 1 they should 
be confident with their Set 1 sounds.

Keep practicing these with your child. 
It will set them up wonderfully.



The Oxford Owl site has a range of e-books.

Click the link here.   

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/home/reading-site/find-a-book/library-page?view=image&query=&type=book&age_group=&level=&level_select=&book_type=&series=Read+Write+Inc.


Children need quick recall of how to form letters.

Each letter comes with a mnemonic as a guide on how to 
write it 

“Around the apple and down its leaf” 

Sheets with all the phrases can be found here: 
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-
oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/ 

Writing
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Thank you for listening!

Any Questions?
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